
Ms. Clark’s Syllabus for ACT Prep: English 

This course is designed to orient 10th and11thgrade students with the ACT (a standardized, timed test used 
for college admissions) and its components (language arts, math, reading, and science reasoning).  Its 

focus will be to identify areas of strengths and weaknesses and to review what skills a student needs to 

know before taking the ACT. The techniques, drills, and practice tests within this class are intended to 

help raise one’s ACT score. The goal of this course is for students to achieve better university choices and 
better scholarships (more money) for college/university. 

 

PURPOSE:  ACT Prep is a course that allows students to prepare for the ACT test. This class is designed 
for students who want to score well on their ACT test or to improve their ACT scores. The purpose of this 

class is to help prepare college-bound students to score adequately on their ACT test and/or to raise their 

ACT score to a higher level. 
 

From now on, whenever one sees the word ―standardized, think ―predictable instead. The ACT test 

measures what it says it does: academic achievement. It doesn’t pretend to measure one’s analytical 

ability nor one’s intelligence. The ACT tests the same information the same way, year after year.  
 

In this class, students will be exposed to the type of questions that will be on the test so they will know 

how to recognize those questions and be prepared for them. The ACT is a multiple-choice standardized 
test which is supposed to measure one’s knowledge on some of the subjects taught in high school. With 

breaks, the test takes about three and a half hours. It is usually divided into four sections which are always 

given in the same order. 1. ENGLISH (45 MINUTES — 75 QUESTIONS) 2. MATH (60 MINUTES – 
60 QUESTIONS) 3. READING (35 MINUTES – 40 QUESTIONS) 4. SCIENCE REASONING (35 

MINUTES – 40 QUESTIONS) 

 

Students will learn test-taking strategies for the ACT test specifically which could also be applied to other 
tests. They will also spend a great deal of time practicing ACT tests. This is how one studies and prepares 

for the ACT. From the tests that one takes, one will discover his/her weak areas and can work specifically 

on those areas to improve one’s score. If one really tries to improve through the taking of these tests, 

one will find that his/her scores will improve. The more that one practices the ACT tests, the better 

one will become. 

 

Students will be rotated to different teachers on a weekly basis for all four content areas of the ACT. 
Upon completion of the class, students will be in each subject area a total of nine weeks. Students will be 

given a rotational schedule so each area will be covered in a timely manner.  

 

ACT ENGLISH OBJECTIVES 

 

Test-Taking Strategies 
1.    Students will be able to use specific strategies associated with common patterns and 

distracters found on the ACT English. 

2.    Students will be able to use helpful hints prior to and during the ACT exam to increase their 

success. 
 

 

 
 

 

 



ACT English Prep 

Students will be able to analyze the basic rhetorical elements of writing. 

1. Identify basic rhetorical elements of writing 

A.    topic development in terms of purpose and focus 

B.    organization, unity, and coherence 

C.    word choice in terms of style, tone, clarity, and economy 

2. Understand/ analyze conventions of usage 

A.    command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage  

B.    sentence structure and formation 

C.    command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling 

 
 

Homework/ Attendance 

There is NO homework in this class. All assignments are done in class. Attendance is important in this 

class. Should a student miss a day or a rotation, the student will have to make arrangement with the 
teacher to make up the missing work in order to receive a grade for that week.  

 

Teacher Availability for Make-up Work and Tutoring 
I am available each morning before school (7:10 am-7:30am). NOTE: for morning availability, student 

must get a note from the teacher to be allowed to come to the class; otherwise, student will not be allowed 

in the hall during that time. Students needing additional assistance/ tutoring in this class will need to make 
arrangements with me for after school.  

 

Class assignments are posted each day in CANVAS announcements. I can also be reached by email, 

clarks1@wcde.org . 

 
 

Extra-Credit 

There is NO extra-credit given for this class. Extra-credit is built in the curriculum; therefore, do not ask 
for additional activities or assignments for extra-credit. 

 

EVALUATION:  Your participation on practice exercises and the sample tests will constitute a portion 

of your grade. This course requires regular attendance and participation to be successful. More about 
grading will be discussed in class.  

 

Class Rules and Expectations 
-Be on time (two tardies results in a writing assignment and three tardies result in ISS) 

-Be prepared (bring paper, pen/pencil, textbook/workbook, and homework) 

-Respect others (teacher, substitute teacher, classmates, and yourself) and their belongings (don’t write on 
desks or other school property and/or a classmate’s property) 

-Use proper language (don’t use vulgar or derogatory language) 

-Don’t throw any items in the classroom 

-All WCDE and DCHS rules and regulations will be followed and enforced in this class 
*You are juniors and sophomores, and I expect proper behavior at all times in this class. 

 

mailto:clarks1@wcde.org


Consequences 
 -A warning 

 -A writing assignment 

 -ISS (In-School Suspension) 

 -Referral to the office 
**Consequences can change due to the severity of the misbehavior. 

 

Hall Passes 
Hall passes should only be used in a case of an emergency. Students will be required to sign out and in 

when using a hall pass.  

 

Food and Beverages 

Food and beverages are allowed in this classroom. As a class, this privilege can be taken away at a later 

date. 

 

Cell Phones/ Electronic Devices and Hats 

Absolutely NO cell phones out during class or while in the classroom. According to the student 

handbook, cell phones cannot be brought, seen, or used in this classroom. If student does not comply with 
this rule, cell phone or electronic device will be confiscated (according to the Washington County Board 

of Education policy). Hats are NOT to be worn in this classroom. 

 

Computer-based Programs 

CANVAS will be utilized in this class to better prepare students in taking the ACT on-line. 

 

 
 

 

_______________________________________    _________________ 
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